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The accounting function is one of the most important information
systems in an organization. Clearly, it is not the whole or even the
formal information system given (a) the diversity of data collected,
processed, and distributed for the many different functions within
the organization and (b) the expanded range of disciplines bearing
on the information function. It is, however, difficult to conceive of
accounting not being an integral part of the formal information
system or accountiing personnel not being a major force in

information management.
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Essentially, accounting is an information systme. More precisely, it

is an application of general theory of information to the problem of

The Accounting Review, op. cit., p. 64. V)

EN



efficient economic operations. It also makes up a large part of the
general information experssed in quantitative terms. In this context
accounting is both a part of the general information system of an
operating entity and a part of the basic field bounded by the

concept of information.
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